was some mechanical interference with the outflow of fluid from the lateral ventricles per vias naturales, they tapped the ventricle through the cortex, and allowed the fluid to flow into the subarachnoid space, whose powers of absorption are very great. One end of a catgut drain was pushed into the ventricle, and the other end was passed under the dura mater, the wound in the dura being then tightly stitched up. No bad symptoms followed, and the steady shrinking in the size of the head which followed showed that the fluid was b jjng drained in the manner anticipated.
Three months later symptoms of basilar meningitis appeared, from which the child ultimately died. They thought that in early cas1 s of hydrocephalus, before the brain tissue was destroyed by pressure, this method of sub-dural drainage gave a reasonable prospect of curd.
